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     June 2018 

 

Every two years, the Presbyterian Church (USA) gathers in a General Assembly to 
worship and engage in business as a national church.  The 223rd GA will be June 
16-23, in St. Louis.  I will be attending as an alternate commissioner, serving if ei-
ther of our Presbytery’s teaching elder commissioners is unavailable (Rev. Kelley 
Shin, Fairmont, and Rev. Ken Locke, Bellefontaine; the ruling elder commissioners 
are Cindy Adams, Faith, and Mike Buker, Central). 
 

 A few weeks ago, I attended a presentation on GA by Rev. Tom Hay, an asso-
ciate stated clerk for the denomination.  He outlined the ten items of business 
most likely to cause debate: 

1. The structure of the national church. 

2. The Church’s vision for our future. 

3. Fossil fuels. 

4. Israel and Palestine. 

5. Race and reconciliation. 

6. Commissioned Ruling Elders and leadership for immigrant congregations. 

7. Family-leave policies for church workers. 

8. Per Capita increases (see article about the history of per capita elsewhere in 
the Lifeline). 

9. Request for an Administrative Commission relating to the Jarvie Fund. 

10. Request for an Administrative Commission for the Synod of the Covenant (our 
Synod).         (Continued on Page 2) 

Pastor’s Prayers  
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(Continued from Page 1) 
Rev. Hay pointed out that any controversies at GA are likely to be “a family fight”.  
The people engaged in discussion want to be here, while most who were ambiva-
lent about the denomination have left in recent years.   
 

 For more information about the 223rd General Assembly, go to https://ga-
pcusa.org/.  You can check the docket, sign up for the daily newsletter, or follow 
along by live streaming.  If you click the PC-Biz button, you can even read all of the 
overtures coming before committees! 
 

 Why should we care about GA?  First, it is an opportunity to reflect on how 
the Spirit of God is at work in our world and in our church.  And how are we to live 
as Christians today?  Issues are addressed at GA that other Christians think are im-
portant ethically and theologically.  Despite differences of opinion on many issues, 
at GA we experience a vital and dynamic unity of Presbyterians as a body.  As we 
gather and worship with Presbyterians from around the country and the world 
support us.  We are not in this alone!   
 

** God, please give us hearts, minds, and spirits that can listen. Help us to hear 
your Spirit’s words to us as we discern our way forward as a church. Help us to 
hear the voice of Christ calling us to follow with no looking back. Help us to hear a 
world crying for the gospel and for justice. Help us to listen to our neighbor with 
no filters, no judgment and no selfishness. Use the General Assembly of the PC 
(USA) to be your tool to create a world that reflects your realm on earth.  Amen. 
 

Grace and peace, Pastor Karen        

 
GRADUATE RECOGNITION  

Don’t forget Recognition Sunday is planned for Sunday, June 3,  
when we will honor our  graduating high school, college,  

and graduate students.  We hope you got your graduate’s name on the list! 
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        CLERK’S                              
 CORNER 

 

Session Recap 
May 16, 2018 

 

Karen led our opening devotions with 
a responsive reading using the scrip-
ture passage from Joel 1:1 and 2:28-
29. The Presbytery shared focus for 
2018 uses Hymns as its theme.  This 
month’s hymn is When in Our Music 
God is Glorified (#264). After reading 
the words of the hymn, we discussed 
two questions:  
1. How does church music glorify 

God? 
2. How important is music in your life 

of faith? 
Prayers for Joys and Concerns were 
shared followed with prayer to begin 
our meeting.  
 

Troy Oliver reviewed the Financial Re-
port prepared by Carolyn McMillan.  
YTD total income was $62,751.15;  
total expenses were, $86,753.69; net:  
($-24,002.54). Troy distributed a 2018 
budget tracking analysis. Most of our 
expenses are within budget; however, 
property expenses continue to exceed 
budget.    
 

Session approved: 
 Approved the April 17 regular ses-

sion meeting minutes.  
 Approved changing the rummage 

sale dates to June 14 – 16.  

 The Board of Elections sent a thank you for 
allowing use of our church as a  polling loca-
tion  

 

 New security cameras and special software 
have been purchased.  Installation will occur 
within the next couple weeks. 
  

 Presbytery Report: Teaching Elder Kelley Shin 
was installed as the new Moderator.  Ruling 
Elder Bruce Saunders was installed as Vice-
Moderator.  Gidget Collins, outgoing Moder-
ator, was installed as chair of Leadership 
Council. Teaching Elders Michael Isaacs and 
Karen Cassedy were installed as Alternate 
Commissioners to the 223rd General Assem-
bly in St. Louis, MO, from June 16-23. An ex-
tensive slate of Leadership Council, com-
mittee, and Permanent Judicial Commission 
members were also elected, along with a 
Commissioner to the Synod of the Covenant, 
Teaching Elder Diane Ziegler. 
   

 We reviewed the FPC Events Calendar from 
May 15 – June 20.  Changes or additions 
were noted.  

 
 Our next regular meeting is June 13, 2018 at 

10:00 A.M.  
 

                               Kathleen Seewer 
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Where Did Per Capita Come From?  (from the Presbyterian Historical Society) 

 

 A 75-member church in Greenwich Village (median income $100,859) is assessed exactly 
what a 75-member church in Grundy, Virginia (median income $35,023) is assessed. Where 
did Presbyterians' system of funding the General Assembly--known as Per Capita--come 
from, and why is it flat? 

 As with so many other issues, American Presbyterians have struggled with the means of 
supporting their mission and ministry. Eschewing England's system of patronage by landed 
gentry, American Presbyterians' Scots forebears supported their ministers by pew rents, but 
by the middle of the nineteenth century, pew rents had fallen out of favor. 

 So how would a national body, meeting annually to conduct the legislative and juridical 
work of the Church, support and sustain those assemblies?  

 Clinton McCoy, writing in The Journal of Presbyterian History in 1988, narrates the origins 
of per capita.  In 1857, the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. (Old School) promulgated a flat 
apportionment based on a presbytery's population, called the Plan of Mileage. At 5 cents per 
head, the Plan of Mileage would pay into a Delegate Fund, from which commissioners to 
General Assembly could be reimbursed for their travel. The apportionment was understood 
to be voluntary,  but presbyteries were required to pay their share, regardless of any congre-
gation's delinquency.  From 1860 to 1869, ninety percent of presbyteries participated in the 
plan, whose revenues were reported out under the heading Commissioners and Contingent 
Funds.  Upon reunion of the Old School and New School denominations in 1870, this heading 
was changed simply to General Assembly Tax.  

 Conflict over the apportionment was constant.  A new plan put forward in 1884 was re-
pealed in 1887, "productive of much disappointment."  The 1900 General Assembly would 
finally firmly establish the General Delegate Fund, while acknowledging that the assessment 
relied on pure good will: "None of our Church courts are clothed with the power to assess a 
tax upon the churches.  Apportionments to meet the expenses of the several bodies may be 
made; but the payment depends upon that voluntary liberality which flows from the enlight-
ened consciences of the people, who may be confidently relied upon to return whatever is 
necessary for the conduct of our ecclesiastical business." 

 The amount of the per capita assessment, and commissioners' and congregants' satisfac-
tion with it, would change at every assembly. Major reorganization of PCUSA national agency 
offices in 1923, and of UPCUSA offices in 1972, led to dramatic increases in per capita. Be-
tween 1972 and 1978, commissioners would bring 10 separate overtures to General Assem-
bly dealing with per capita. 

 

http://oga.pcusa.org/section/departments/per-capita/
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23330766?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents
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PC(USA) General Assembly, Atlanta, 1983.  

 By this time, of course, per capita was not just remunerating commissioners from far-flung 
presbyteries for their travel in order to ensure total representation at General Assembly. By 
the 1980s, per capita sustained not just the operations of the Office of the General Assembly, 
but the Committee on Ordination Examinations, the Department of Chaplains, and the staffing 
and administrative costs of the General Assembly Mission Council. The long-running tensions 
between what money is given out of duty and what is given freely, between what is spent on 
necessary bureaucratic functions and what is spent on work in the world, has not in the past 
160 years been satisfactorily resolved. 

 Yet the system of funding the Church's ecclesiastical and juridical functions prevails. One 
suspects that a simple, flat, per-person assessment (the current system) remains the easiest to 
administer--even if a flat rate has regressive effects. Monetary contributions appear to go 
hand-in-hand with political influence in the Church. According to McCoy, "The per capita ap-
portionment system prohibits large churches from gaining political advantage in the denomi-
nation by contributing funds for the administering of the Church in excess of their personal 
representation, since even the smallest churches give equitable financial assistance to the de-
nomination for administrative and other services on a per capita basis. It was an issue of fair-
ness--the fairness of expense in having all presbyteries represented at the General Assembly--
which first spawned the idea for such a sharing." 
 

Source URL: https://www.history.pcusa.org/blog/2018/03/where-did-capita-come 
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SPOTLIGHT ON OUR 
 

    VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH 
 

                         

BOB HENDRIX and GORDON ROBERTS 

 

Isn’t it wonderful to come to Church on Sunday morning and just know that you will be able 

to enjoy Pastor Karen’s words of wisdom, Jeff Firestone’s beautiful music, and the Choir’s me-

lodious voices? 

I’m sure you have noticed how large our Sanctuary is – and must know that it would be diffi-

cult to hear those joyful noises from anywhere you choose to sit.  Without a sound system – 

it would be difficult to appreciate it – even if we all sat in the front pews. 

Every Sunday, and also during other special events such as our quarterly Meet and Eat – the 

sound system is operated by our two volunteers for the month of June – Bob Hendrix and 

Gordon Roberts.   They tag team the system; if Bob is not available, Gordon takes over, and 

vice versa.  They make sure the system is functioning properly, that the mics are operational, 

and fix whatever problems occur. 

We have recently had some issues where the choir was unable to hear everything coming 

from the pulpit – Bob ensured that it was corrected by installing new speakers in the Choir 

loft.   In addition, you will see Bob helping set up and tear down for every function the Mis-

sion group sponsors – doing all the heavy lifting of tables and chairs, setting places for us to 

enjoy our meal, etc.    These are just a few of the behind the scene jobs that Bob handles for 

us. 

Gordon is also very helpful with the children on Sunday mornings when he is not operating 

the sound system.   It’s always nice to have him playing the kids while teaching them the sto-

ries of the Bible.  

These two men are wonderful and invaluable assets to our Church and congregation – and 

we want them to know we appreciate all they lovingly do for us!  Thank you, Bob and Gor-

don. 
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Adult Christian Education News 
 

Sunday Mornings:  We are studying Genesis together and really enjoying it!  As 

has become our habit, we look at a variety of translations as we read together.  

Discussion is centering on the relevance of this important book for our lives to-

day.  All are welcome! (This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 
 

Tuesday Mornings:  Woody Ensor continues to lead this weekly Bible study over 

breakfast at Foy’s Grill.  Again, all are welcome!  (This group meets at 7:00 a.m., 

before heading out to their various volunteer and other commitments.) 
 

Thursday Afternoons:  The World’s Greatest Churches is underway and proving to 
be among the world’s greatest classes.  The professor for this DVD series, Dr. Wil-
liam R. Cook, is a class favorite, and this series has the built-in advantage that 
each lecture can stand alone.  We meet in the lounge on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. , 
share snacks, enjoy each other’s company, and view and discuss the half-hour 
presentation.  You’re welcome to attend as many of the classes as your schedule 
allows.   
Upcoming topics are:   

Questions?  Please speak to Shirley Schlafman or Denise Lo Cicéro.   
All are welcome! 

Date Class Topic 

June 7 Winchester Cathedral 

June 14 The Cathedral of Siena 

June 21 St. Peters Basilica 

June 28 The Wieskirche in Bavaria 

Come celebrate Judy & Art Myer’s 60th Anniversary   

July 1,  12 to 3 pm —Hope Hotel, Fairborn 

RSVP by June 20th  —  937-878-1230  or artjudmyers@aol.com 

 NO GIFTS PLEASE!  (Casual dress)   
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RUMMAGE SALE 

 

When?  June 14, 15, & 16 (Thurs—Sat) from 9 am to 5 pm 
 

Where?  First Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 
 

Why?  Raise money for capital improvements 

   Clear your house of unneeded “stuff” 
 

What?  Bestselling items include the following:  tools, books & videos, 

   household & decorative items, framed pictures & art,  clocks, 

   watches & pocket knives, toys,  baby & children’s  clothing,  

   costume jewelry & antiques, collectibles, small electronics  

   gaming  systems, small furniture & lamps, games & puzzles,  

   garden items, sports items, seasonal (summer) clothing,  

   arts & craft supplies, quirky & fun stuff,  linens & placemats. 
 

Who?  YOU!  You to bring stuff to sell--You to work at pricing articles, 

   setting up tables and  merchandise and working on sale days 

   (watch for the sign-up sheet)--You to tell your friends and  

   neighbors--maybe even You to be a customer! 
 

How?  Donate as soon as possible but not later than June 13: 

   - On Sundays, June 3 and 10, you may bring your things to  

   the lower narthex or the  Bride’s  Room (down the hall, opposite 

   the library in the education wing). 

   - On Wednesday through Friday, June 6-8, from 10 am to  

   4 pm, put items in the Bride’s Room (buzz in from the   

   ramp entrance/you may borrow a cart from the office).  

   - To arrange for other times to bring things in or to schedule a 

   pickup, please contact Troy Oliver, 408-1234 (new cell phone 

   number).  
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SINGING TOGETHER TO GOD 

Following an excellent discussion about music at the May session meeting – the first in a year 

where hymns, old and new, will be the devotional focus throughout our Presbytery – I have 

continued to reflect on the ways in which we glorify God through music.  Hopefully, there are 

some thoughts in this article that will be interesting and helpful to you as we worship  

together. 
 

 Søren Kierkegaard was a 19th century Danish philosopher and theologian who wrote 

extensively on Christian love and ethics.  In his model for worship – known as the “Theater of 

Worship” – he points out that we are far too comfortable being observers, rather than partic-

ipants.  We visualize the pastor as the star actor or actress in a play, with the choir and wor-

ship leader in a supporting role, and the congregation as the audience.  This way of thinking 

had its roots in late medieval times, when many worshippers couldn’t read and usually didn’t 

understand what the clergy were saying in Latin.  The medieval congregation really had no 

logical choice but to function as observers.  Stained glass windows, sculptures, and mosaics 

told Bible stories in pictures, sometimes gruesomely portraying devils and scaring the people 

into submission.   

 When congregations began to be able to read the Bible in their native languages, they 

were presented with the opportunity to think differently about worship.  As new ideas con-

tinued to develop, Kierkegaard said that we, the congregation, are in fact center stage, with 

the minister and choir coaching us to do our best for God, who is the audience.  Not only are 

we more than mere observers hoping to be entertained during worship, we are actually the 

stars!  When we look at worship from this point of view, congregational singing makes a lot 

of sense.  It is the perfect way to praise and thank God, uniting our voices in song; it’s a won-

derful way for everyone to participate simultaneously. 

 Singing together can be a challenge, though, especially when the singers are spread 

out in a large room the way a congregation like ours tends to be in the sanctuary.  We are not 

atypical, though, and most congregations like ours, when singing hymns and songs, rely on 

accompanying instruments to help them stay together and sing in tune.  Recent studies have 

shown that there is definitely an argument to be made for the organ still being the best 

choice for accompanying congregational singing.  (Did you know that the Greek engineer 

Ctesibius of Alexandria is credited with inventing the organ in the 3rd century BCE?!)   

 For a moment, let’s consider some accompanying instruments commonly used in wor-

ship today, notably guitars and piano.   Once you play a sound on one of those instruments,  

 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—JUNE 2018 NEWSLETTER 

 10 

(Continued from Page 9) 

that sound immediately begins to fade away, requiring that the accompanist fill in with more 

notes on the piano or strum additional chords on the guitar.   Singing, however, doesn’t work 

this way, and the continuity of the sung line can be disrupted by the constant pitch or chord 

repetition required by the limitations of many accompanying instruments.  The organ, like the 

voice, has the capability of sustaining pitches without letting them fade out.  Rather than 

constantly having to re-strike a key to sustain long notes or phrases, the organ can play a tone 

or a chord for as long as the organist continues to hold down a particular key or keys – far 

longer, even, than singers can sustain a pitch or pitches. The organ, of course, also has the ad-

vantage of being able to sustain multiple pitches simultaneously – unlike woodwinds, brasses, 

and even strings, which ordinarily play one single pitch at a time.  In this way, a single musi-

cian – an organist – can take the place of many musicians playing a variety of single-pitch in-

struments together.   

 Additionally, the variety of organ stops allows for a wide range of sounds, many of 

which can simulate other instruments.  Our organ also has a “midi” division, which provides 

an even wider array of instrumental sounds.  And our organist leads and supports congrega-

tional singing, maintaining a steady tempo and reinforcing the singers’ intonation, but also 

allowing us the necessary opportunities to breathe between phrases and verses. 

 So, why do we sometimes use the piano to accompany congregational singing?  You’ve 

probably noticed that we usually do so for our Gathering songs.  The piano sets a gentle tone 

as we transition from silence into the beginning of worship.  It works well with contemporary 

songs, and can also provide specific effects that are sometimes just what a composer had in 

mind when he or she wrote the piece.  The percussive sound of a pitch played on the piano, 

for example, can have a completely different effect than when that same note is played and 

sustained on the organ. 

 Whatever we sing or play in worship, the most important thing to remember is that we 

are offering our gift of music to God.  When you’re in church next Sunday, will you try to visu-

alize God as our audience?  As you sing and whenever you listen to the music provided by our 

organist, our choir, and our bell choir, I invite you to praise and thank God together in song. 

           Denise Lo Cicéro 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH—JUNE 2018 NEWSLETTER 

 11 

 

Kentucky Derby  

Day at  

First Presby. 

Entertainment:  

Derby horse races! 

 

 

 

 

We were graced 

with Awesome  

Derby hats. 

 

 

 

 
Good friends,   

lots of laughter  

while we  

Celebrated our  

Derby Day and  

our Pentecost  

celebration. 

 

 

 

 

OH yeah!   

Did we forget  

to mention the 

great food.. 

 

 

YUMMY! 
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Happy Birthday! 

  

Jun 2 Jack Smith 

 6 Erik Sondergelt 

 7 Keith Burnette 

  Richard Winters 

 13 Jane Arnold 

  Katie Hughes 

  Ellen Strawn 

 15 Betsy Priaulx 

 17 Ray Wylam 

 26 Corkie Winters 
 

Jul 1 Sara Jane Lowe 

  Lily Yeh 

 10 Art Myers 

 11 Edward Lŏw 

  Vicki Priaulx 

 13 Joe Haddix 

 14 Shelda Cox 

 20 Margaret Beaver 

 22 Dorothy Anderson 

 27 Marlene Acus 

 31 Jeff  Firestone 

 

Just a note to express my deep appreci-

ation and thanks for the beautiful 

flowers I received for my birthday.  

They were given by Sara Jane and 

Frank Lowe and delivered to me by 

Barbara Bush. 

   In Christian Love ~ 

   Margaret Carlson 

Thank you so much for the gift of the 

Chancel flowers on Sunday, Apr 29.  

Flowers inside, flowers outside, I love 

them all!   

 

These lovely warm spring days have en-

couraged this year’s wonderful bloom 

of those by our church entrance.  Enjoy! 
 

                   Sara Jane Lowe 

Troy’s Supper Club group  

at Giovannis! 

 Photos by Eric Sondergelt 
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June 2018 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship with  

Communion 

 

4 5 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

6 
10:00 Operations 

Mtg.(BR) 

11:00 am Women’s 

Salad Pot Luck at 

Park Hills Crossing 

Eat at 11:30.  
 

7 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

 

2:15 pm CLS  

meeting (BR) 

8 9 

10 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

11 
1:00 am   

St Vincent Cooks 

 

5:30 pm St Vincent 

Servers 

12 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

13 
10:00 am Session 

Mtg (BR) 

 
 

14 

 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

15 16 

17 
 

 

8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  /   

Pastor Arbuth Conn 
 

FATHER’S DAY 

18 19 
 

7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

20 
 

21 
 

1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

22 23 

24 
8:45 am Adult  

Bible Study 
 

10:15 am  

Worship  

25 26 
7:00 am Bible 

Study  at Foy’s Grill 

27 
10:00 Cook and  

11:30 Serve at  

Senior Center 

28 
1:00 pm class 

World’s Greatest 

Churches– Lounge 

29 30 

 3 DAY RUMMAGE  SALE : 9 to 5 

PASTOR  KAREN IS AWAY AT GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 am    Sunday Worship:  10:15 am 

 

 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers: Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Church Secretary:  Shelia Yux 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the first Sunday of 

each month. Non-perishable items may be brought in any 

Sunday and placed in the barrel in the narthex. 

Suggested donations are: 

Canned Soups   

Canned Vegetables   

Canned Fruit 

Canned Juices                 

Canned Meats 

(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 

Boxed Items 

(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, etc.) 

Baby Items 

(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 

Personal Hygiene Items 

(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Thank you for your generous donations! 

Articles for the July 2018  

Lifeline need  to be  

in the office by June  21 .  

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex if 

you need to pick one up.        

_______________ 

 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 


